A new species of the genus Chresta Vell. ex DC. (Vernonieae, Asteraceae) from the Brazilian state of Bahia is described and illustrated. The new species resembles Chresta pinnatifida (Philipson) H.Rob. but differs in having solitary glomerules, leaf bases clasping the stem and 35-40 capitula per glomerule. It can be distinguished from Chresta harleyii and Chresta martii, the other two species of the genus with pinnately lobed leaves, by the type of pubescence, leaf blade bases and florets number. In addition, a key to distinguish all the species of the genus is presented.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Chresta Vell. ex DC. is distributed in the central highlands of Brazil, but mainly concentrated in the states of Bahia, Goiás and Minas Gerais. It contains perennial herbs or shrubs, having 2-12 florets per head and capitula densely congested, arranged in solitary or corymbose glomerules (Robinson, 1999) .
Chresta was initially established by Vellozo (1831) in his Flora fluminensis based on the plates of Chresta cordata Vell. and Chresta lanceolata Vell. (nom. inval.), but was not provided with a valid description. The validation of Chresta was realized some years later by de Candolle (1836), who provided a legitimate description of the genus, including only one species, Chresta sphaerocephala DC. (= C. cordata Vell., nom. inval.). In the same publication, de Candolle (1836) raised Vernonia sect. Pycnocephalum Less. to generic status based on Vernonia plantaginifolia Less. and Vernonia scapigera Less., two taxa presently included in Chresta. The generic distinction between Pycnocephalum and Chresta was maintained until Gardner (1842) combined both genera and chose the latter.
An additional species of Chresta was described by de Candolle (1836) in a different genus, Stachyanthus, which was rejected in favour of the later Stachyanthus Engler nom. cons. (Icacinaceae). Robinson (1980) transferred Stachyanthus DC. to Chresta, while MacLeish (1984) considered it as a different genus providing the new name Argyrovernonia. The last generic name provided for the group is Glaziovianthus G. M. Barroso (Barroso, 1947) , which has been included under the synonymy of Chresta by Robinson (1980) , but was considered a separate genus by MacLeish (1985a) .
Most of the recent treatments for the tribe Vernonieae have applied a broad concept for this group, including the different segregates in the synonymy of Chresta (Robinson, 1995 (Robinson, , 1999 . As presently delimited, the genus comprises 12 species that occur in cerrado, caatinga and campo rupestre habitats of the Brazilian plateau. In the present paper, a new species of the genus Chresta from Bahia is described and illustrated. The possible relationships of the new taxa are discussed and a key to distinguish all the species of the genus is also provided. Phenology: Flowering specimens have been collected in August, but during the current year we have also observed flowering plants in July. The blooming period seems to range between these 2 months.
Distribution and ecology:
The new species is restricted to caatinga vegetation, growing in dry, rocky soils. It is only known from the type locality to the east of the Brazilian state of Bahia. This constitutes an area of low hills with granite outcrops which are usually named inselbergs (França, Melo & Santos, 1997; Porembsky & Barthlott, 2000) . The population size is extremely reduced, composed of fewer than 10 plants.
Chresta amplexifolia presents a combination of characters that distinguish it from the other 11 taxa of the genus ( Table 1 ). The most evident ones are the solitary glomerules, the pinnately lobed leaves, the leaf blades clasping stem and the pilose corolla lobes (Fig. 1) . The new species resembles C. pinnatifida, especially in leaf shape and pubescence. Nevertheless, C. pinnatifida differs by having numerous glomerules arranged in corymbose synflorescences, 20-25 capitula per glomerule and the leaf blades cuneate at the base.
Chresta harleyii and Chresta martii, the other two species of the genus having pinnately lobed leaves, can be separated by the type of pubescence, leaf base and florets number, among other features. These two species present silvery-greyish hairs, cauline leaves not clasping stem and more than 8 florets per head.
The new species can be distinguished from the remaining taxa of the genus by the following key, which is largely based on the available treatments for the subtribe Chrestinae H.Rob. (Baker, 1873; Robinson, 1980; MacLeish, 1984 MacLeish, , 1985a . (Pereira & al. 15, holotype) .
